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4.10 There are many alternative strategies which should be used by staff initially in situations, 
such as:  

¶ An instruction is repeated until the pupil complies; 

¶ Use of a distractor such as a whistle to interrupt behaviour long enough for verbal 
methods to take effect; 

¶ Withdrawal of attention from the rest of the class/group when they act as an audience; 

¶ Avoiding confrontation; 

¶ Use of humour until tempers have been alleviated; and 

¶ Other sanctions outlined in our Behaviour Policy. 
 
 

5 When might we use reasonable force?  
 
In scenarios where various interests converge, the child’s safety and that of their peers prevails over 
the child’s right to privacy.  
 
Examples of situations where we might use reasonable force: 
 

¶ To remove children from the classroom if they have refused to follow an instruction to do 
so in the interest of the safety of others and/or the child themselves. 

¶ To prevent a pupil behaving in a way that disrupts a school event or on a school trip or 
visit. 

¶ To prevent a pupil leaving a classroom/area where allowing them to leave would risk their 
safety or lead to behaviour that disrupts the behaviour of others. 

¶ To prevent a pupil from physically harming a member of staff or another pupil, or to stop 
a fight in the playground. 

¶ To restrain a pupil at risk of harming themselves through physical/emotional outbursts ie 
self harming as a coping strategy.. 

 
5.1 We never use force to discipline because to do so would be unlawful. 

 
 

6 Power to Search and Confiscate from Pupils 
 

6.1 School staff can search a pupil for any item if the pupil agrees e.g. by asking them to turn out 
their pockets or by asking them if the teacher can look in their bag or locker. An appropriate 
disciplinary sanction can be applied if the pupil refuses to cooperate with a search for a 
banned item, as laid out in the school’s Behaviour Policy, following applicable regulations. 

 
6.2 We have powers to search pupils or their possessions without consent where there is good 

reason to do so, but we will always seek to carry out any such search with the pupil’s consent.   
 

6.3 Article 20 of the Ley Orgánica 4/2015 de Protección de la Seguridad Ciudadana states that 
only law enforcement officers can carry out body searches and screening. If consent is not 
given, searches of a child’s belongings and/or clothing is not permitted and could be 
considered an infringement of the right to privacy, unless there is a justified reason and a 
protected interest which prevails over the pupil’s right to privacy, that is if there are reasonable 
grounds to suspect that the pupil has infringed school regulations or the law.  
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6.4 Therefore staff will only search without prior consent where there are reasonable grounds for 
suspecting a pupil may have infringed school regulations or the law, such as holding knives 
and anything that could be used as a weapon, alcohol, illegal drugs, stolen items, tobacco 
and cigarette papers, oral tobacco products, fireworks, pornographic images or any other 
article which has been or is likely to be used to commit an offence, cause personal injury or 
damage to property. 

 
6.5 If we have just cause to believe that the child has a prohibited item hidden on their person 

that could cause harm to themselves or others, and the child refuses to provide it, then we 
have the option to contact their parents/carers and invite them to collect their child. The child 
will remain in a safe space, under supervision until their parents/carers arrive for collection. 
Their items (e.g. bags) will be removed from them. 

 
6.6 Staff can use the power to search pupils or their possessions under the specific authority of 

the Headteacher only, following legal regulations. 
 

6.7 Items which the Headteacher or authorised staff have banned and can search for are 
specified in the school rules contained within the school’s Behaviour Policy, and the Drug 
and Alcohol Policy. It is always made clear in communications to parents what items are 
banned. 

 
6.8 Staff can confiscate any prohibited item found as a result of a search, as well as any items, 

however found, which they consider harmful or detrimental to school discipline.  
 

6.9 Searching without consent can only be used if the member of staff is the same sex as the 
pupil being searched and in the presence of a witness staff member, following legal 
requirements. 

 
6.10 Only outer clothing that is not worn next to the skin can be requested to be removed.  

 
6.11 No intimate search is permitted by school staff. No searches will take place on the child’s 

body or under clothing.  
 

6.12 Staff can use reasonable force to conduct a search for the prohibited items listed above. 
 

6.13 Controlled drugs must be delivered to the police as soon as is reasonably practical. Stolen 
items will be returned to their rightful owner, or to the police, as appropriate. 

 
6.14 Alcohol, tobacco, cigarette papers , lighters and fireworks can be retained or disposed of. 

Parents will be informed about the confiscated item. 
 

6.15  We can search to tackle cyber-bullying, Pornographic images may be deleted (witnessed)  
unless the possession of such constitutes a specified offence (images of child abuse, or 
nudes/semi nudes), in which case the former must be delivered to the Police as soon as 
reasonably practical, following a referral if this is decided as the appropriate action (please 
see Safeguarding Policy for managing incidents).  

 
 

7 How do we ensure our approach is effective? 

¶ We always tell the pupil what we are doing and why. 

¶ We involve another member of staff so there is at least one witness 

¶ We never act in temper or lose control. 

¶ We always respect pupils’ dignity, right to respect, privacy and confidentiality. 

¶ We never involve other pupils in any restraint, we remove other children from the area. 
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